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Nothing beats making
it to the  line,

especially...... 
for Marie Curie.

Join Team Marie Curie for your run in 2022
Sign up today: mariecurie.org.uk/run

“What  a  Feeling!”
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These are certainly extreme times we are 
living in, which are likely to continue for quite 
some time yet. However, day-to-day life does 
continue, with people facing the most difficult 
of times when faced with a serious diagnosis. 
This leads me to the importance of the 
support required for the charity sector.

Our Federation member clubs are recognised 
for their support of charities and good causes, 
and despite many challenges, that support 
has thankfully continued.

While the Northern Ireland Federation 
of Clubs is the representative body of 
registered clubs, we are extremely proud 
of the recognition afforded to our member 
associations.

Despite the well documented difficulties 
faced by the leisure industry, and registered 
clubs in particular, it is important to note 
that support of charities and good causes has 
continued.

The Northern Ireland public are of course 
recognised for their generosity in support 
of charities and good causes, and we are 
delighted that our members have continued 
to embrace that ethos year on year.

We encourage members to include Marie 
Curie in fundraising events hosted during the 
year.

It is equally important to acknowledge the 
generous services provided by the many 

talented 
musicians and 
entertainers 
who, without 
hesitation, 
donate their 
services. While the pandemic has been 
devastating for the music industry, it will 
return, and I am confident the charity sector 
will be foremost in their thoughts.

Marie Curie continues to provide an 
outstanding range of services throughout 
Northern Ireland, and we hope that the 
registered club sector continues to play a part 
in supporting them to maintain and develop 
their services throughout 2021 and the 
coming years.

Hello and welcome to this edition of the 
Northern Ireland Federation of Clubs 
Magazine in association with Marie Curie in 
Northern Ireland.

2020 hasn’t been the year anyone expected 
and its been very challenging for many people 
for many different reasons. More families are 
facing dying, death, and bereavement much 
sooner than they had ever anticipated.  In an 
increasingly isolated, it’s especially important 
that people feel supported and have access to 
the care they need. 

The coronavirus pandemic has brought with 
it many uncertainties, but I’m proud to say 
that Marie Curie have been working on the 

frontline throughout, continuing to support 
people at end of life and their families. Our 
teams have been providing direct hands-
on care and support through our Belfast 
hospice and in peoples’ homes across 
Northern Ireland. We are also reaching out 
and helping in other settings such as care and 
nursing homes. I’m incredibly proud of the 
whole team for their resilience, courage and 
dedication to supporting people at end of life.

Our team has only been able to continue 
to support people at end of life because of 
the generosity of the NI public, who have 
developed creative new ways to raise money 
in an ever-changing world. When lockdown 
was announced in the midst of our largest 
fundraising campaign, the Great Daffodil 
Appeal, all collections and events ground 
to a halt. We noticed an instant reaction 
from our supporters - people started doing 
marathons in their driveways, creating teddy 
bear gardens and raffling off jigsaw puzzles, 
all to raise money for Marie Curie. These 
are just some of the creative ways people 
have continued to support us, and in this 
newsletter you can read more about our 
fantastic fundraisers.

Throughout the Covid-19 pandemic, the 
hospice has had to change and adapt the 
way in which it normally operates. We have 

brought into effect a number of restrictions 
and procedures to ensure the safety of 
patients and staff. Whilst these changes have 
been necessary, it has been understandably 
difficult for patients and their families to 
accept as they are living with terminal illness 
and the time they have left with their families 
is limited.  

Hearing positive stories from families who 
have experienced Marie Curie support during 
this time is a reminder of how important 
the care provided is. During the lockdown, 
Marlyn Boal came to stay with us at the 
Belfast hospice. Due to visiting restrictions, 
her daughter Jodie was invited to share 
her hospice bedroom and she told us how 
much she appreciated this. The mother and 
daughter duo had lots of laughs together 
whilst self-isolating and they even took part 
in an interview on BBC Breakfast to share 
how they were getting on. You can read more 
about their story on page 10.

Now, with Christmas just around the corner, 
this year more than ever we will want to 
celebrate and spend quality time with the 
people we love, even if that might look 
different than we expected. I wish you and 
your family a very happy and peaceful holiday 
and a healthy New Year. Thank you for your 
continued support.

Welcome

Eamon O’Kane, Divisional General Manager, 
Marie Curie Northern Ireland and Scotland

If you, or someone close to you, is approaching end of life, or is coping with a bereavement, we’re is here to help. Our support line provides 
trusted, practical information, or emotional support when you need to talk. You can reach us on 0800 090 2309 or get information on our 
website www.mariecurie.org.uk/support.

Federation Continues to Focus on 
Charity Support

JOHN DAVIDSON
Chairman, NIFC
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Throughout the month of March Marie 
Curie daffodil pins can be found all 
over the country.  Taking part in the 
Great Daffodil Appeal and wearing 
your daffodil helps Marie Curie support 
everyone in the UK through all aspects 
of dying, death and bereavement – and 
fight for a world where everyone gets 
the care and support they need at the 
end of their lives.  For more information 
visit mariecurie.org.uk/daffodil 

Who do you wear your daffodil for?

Great Daffodil Appeal 

My daffodil is for my mum, June. 
When she died Marie Curie were 
there to support me. “Talking 
to a volunteer has helped a lot. 
I don’t have to worry about 
burdening family and friends.

 - Carl

My daffodil is for my husband, 
Zahir. I collect every year in his 
memory. I’ll always be grateful 
for the hospice. It felt like home.  
In that loving environment, we 
were able to have more quality 
time with Zahir. We couldn’t 
have coped without it. - Robena

My daffodil is for better end of 
life care for all. – Nurse Daly 

My daffodil is for my grandad, 
Geoffrey. I collect with my family 
to say thank you for the comfort 
and care the nurses gave him.  
With Marie Curie, we were never 
alone. They helped us make 
lasting memories. - Ethan

My daffodil is for my partner, 
Doug. We spent our final, 
wonderful Christmas at the 
hospice.  I’m hoping to start 
volunteering in the garden, 
where Doug and I would walk 
and talk. – Irene

My daffodil is for Dean. Marie 
Curie’s support meant I could be 
his loving wife until the end.  I 
couldn’t care for Dean and keep 
an eye on the girls. The nurses 
took that pressure off. - Becky

My daffodil is for my dad, 
Desmond. Going into the hospice 
gave us time to say goodbye.  
People came to see him every 
day. Marie Curie gave us an extra 
few weeks together.  - Waine
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Success for our Scrap 6 months campaign 
By Craig Harrison, Policy & Public Affairs Manager for Northern Ireland 

Marie Curie 

Following a years-long campaign by 
Marie Curie and the MND Association, 
Stormont’s welfare minister announced 
on 30 June 2021 that she would legislate 
to reform the Special Rules for Terminal 
Illness in local benefits law. The decision 
was a hard-fought victory for dying 
people across Northern Ireland.

The Special Rules are supposed to allow dying 
people to get fast-track access to benefits 
– without enduring distressing disability 
assessments, reams of paperwork and long 
delays to access their payments – but this 
route is only open to those who can prove 

they have a life expectancy of 6 months or 
less. This ‘6-month rule’ is excluding many 
terminally ill people from the fast-track 
process, because the unpredictable trajectory 
of their condition makes it too difficult for a 
doctor to say with any confidence whether 
they may live longer than 6 months. 

Dying people who are left out of the fast-
track application system are forced to apply 
through the standard route instead. This 
involves extensive bureaucracy, unnecessary 
disability assessments, arduous form-filling 
and months of waiting – just to get the 
benefit payments they are entitled to. 

The impact this process is having on 
dying people and their loved ones is truly 
devastating. People with terminal illnesses 
are being robbed of precious time with 
their families because they are having to 
devote so much time and energy to applying 
for the support they need. They are falling 
into mortgage arrears, struggling to afford 
essentials like heating and food, losing their 
homes and even dying before seeing a penny 
of their benefits – all because the standard 
benefits application process is so protracted.

We have campaigned hard for more than four 
years to scrap the 6 month rule, and were 

delighted when the minister announced her 
intention to reform the system during the 
summer. The new law – which is being passed 
through the Northern Ireland Assembly at 
the time of writing – will extend the life 
expectancy criteria for Special Rules benefit 
applications from 6 months to 12. Estimates 
suggest that this could allow nearly 2,000 
more terminally ill people in Northern Ireland 
to access fast-track benefits every year in 
Northern Ireland – cutting away the red 
tape that is currently forcing so many dying 
people to spend their final weeks and months 
fighting against the bureaucracy of the 
welfare system.

The new system is expected to be passed into 
law by the end of March 2022 – before the 
Assembly dissolves for the next election – and 
we will continue to work with policymakers 
across Stormont to ensure it is working as 
well as it can. 

Until then, we should pay tribute to the many 
terminally ill people in Northern Ireland – 
including some who are no longer with us 
– who worked so hard to deliver this crucial 
reform. As one MLA put it when speaking in 
the Assembly recently: “your courage will 
reduce the suffering of others in the future.”
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Northern Ireland’s SPAR retailers have 
raised an amazing £500,000 for Marie 
Curie, contributing a whopping quarter 
of SPAR’s UK-wide fundraising milestone 
of £2 million.

The £2 million milestone is the equivalent 
of 100,000 hours of care from a Marie Curie 
nurse in the community, however retailers 
have offered their support to the charity in 
ways that go beyond the pounds and pennies.

One such retailer is Peter McBride, owner 
of 13 SPAR stores across Counties Armagh, 
Tyrone and Fermanagh, who regularly 
supports his local Marie Curie nurses in the 
community. During the pandemic, Peter and 
his team honoured local community nurses 
on International Nurses Day, gifting them 
with hampers and tokens to show their 
appreciation. Peter recently met his own 
fundraising milestone for the charity, handing 
over a cheque for £100,000 earlier this year.

Paddy Doody, Sales and Marketing Director 
at Henderson Group which owns the SPAR 
brand in Northern Ireland commented; “From 
supporting the annual Great Daffodil Appeal 
to creating the biggest Blooming Great Tea 
Party in over 200 of our stores, SPAR NI has 
gone above and beyond for Marie Curie since 
the partnership began in 2017.

“When fundraising events were shut down 
overnight in 2020, we developed new 
initiatives which kept retailers and shoppers 
engaged, encouraging new and safe ways 
of supporting Marie Curie. The Pick Me Up 
Picnic raised an incredible £18,000 in the 
summer of 2020, our retailers hosted Go 
Yellow days with their teams to maximise 
fundraising opportunities, we sold Marie 
Curie face coverings raising £26,000 and 
of course we have our Christmas sandwich 
range, from which a donation is made to 
Marie Curie with every purchase.”

Conor O’Kane, Senior Partnership Manager 
at Marie Curie in Northern Ireland added; 
“We are so proud of our Northern Ireland 
partnership with SPAR as they are so 
committed to our common cause and 
always go the extra mile. For our small 
corner of the UK to raise over a quarter of 
this £2M milestone total says it all.

“We have had a lot of fun with SPAR NI 
retailers since 2017, from cake smashing 
with national treasure Olivia Nash 

while launching the return of the in-store 
Blooming Great Tea Parties in the summer, to 
developing our own innovative fundraising 
strategies, joining the teams at Balmoral 
Show and being part of their fantastic 60th 
anniversary celebrations this year. We are so 
thankful and look forward to continuing the 
partnership with more success in the coming 
months.”

Throughout 2021, SPAR NI marked 60 years 
in Northern Ireland with a series of initiatives 
and ensured Marie Curie was part of the 
celebrations.

Spar colleagues supported by Marie Curie

Funds raised by SPAR have meant the Marie 
Curie nurses can be there for families when 
they need them most. One person who 
can vouch for that is Laura McNally, from 
Cookstown, Northern Ireland. 

As a SPAR employee, she worked in the 
marketing department, supporting Marie 
Curie through its partnership with the 
company. But sadly, during the past 18 
months she has found herself in need of 
Marie Curie’s services, first when her dad 
Emmet died of heart problems in September 
2020, and then when her mum passed away 
from cancer just nine months later. “I helped 
care for both of my parents when they were 
dying, and I was Mum’s primary carer,” says 
Laura.

Spar Northern Ireland celebrate milestone 
fundraising achievement 

What the Marie Curie nurses 
provided was that backbone of 
strength. They make you feel 
like you’re not in it alone – that 
there’s someone else there to 
help.
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Cycle Ireland

Anne Hannan, Partnerships Manager 
at Marie Curie Northern Ireland, took a 
brilliant group of Marie Curie supporters 
on the challenge of a lifetime in 
September 2021, cycling the length of 
Ireland from tip to toe!

Anne, who has completed the challenge 
several times for Marie Curie, shares her 
reflections on the cycle last year and tips for 
anyone thinking about signing up for Cycle 
Ireland in June 2023!

What was your highlight of Cycle 
Ireland?

The scenery is a real highlight of the trip, 
travelling by bike you’re able to appreciate 
much more of what is around you.  The 
camaraderie that forms between the group 
is also a real highlight and we had a brilliant 
group of supporters this year.  I’ve done the 
challenge a few times now and it always 
surprises people how well the group bonds.

Why do people choose to take part?

We have a wide range of people taking part 
from all ages and all different backgrounds 
and levels of cycling experience.  Travelling 
down the whole country of Ireland is an 
iconic cycle that I think all cyclists have on 
their bucket list.  Lots of people taking part 
also have personal reasons for doing the 
challenge, in memory of loved ones who have 
been cared for by Marie Curie, or wanting to 
do something to support the charity’s work.

The west of Ireland isn’t known for its 
sunny weather!  How does the weather 
impact the trip?

A good waterproof is a must for cycling in 
Ireland!  In September the weather was 
mixed, and we did get some heavy rain, which 
isn’t easy to cycle in, so we stopped when 
there was a lot of rain and really appreciated 
the sunny days!  The weather is all part of 
the challenge and generally we’ve been lucky 
when I’ve done it before.

Why do the challenge with Marie Curie 
rather than independently?

We work with Sport Ecosse events to deliver 
the event and that means those taking part 
just need to know what time breakfast is, 
what time we’re leaving and then focus on 
the cycling.  Our bags are transported to the 
next accommodation, there are mechanics 
and a support team en route, so everything is 
done.  It really helps people to de-stress and 
be able to focus just on the cycling.  It’s a real 

escape from reality and does wonders for our 
mental health.

What was the hardest part?

The consecutive miles day after day is hard 
and days 4 and 6 are hilly and this is tough!  
We’re on the bikes for 8 hours a day so it’s 
really important to train well.

How do you train?

Building up the miles week on week is 
important in the months before the challenge, 
and as well as spin classes in the gym, I make 
sure to get out on the road on long cycles at 
the weekends and in the lighter evenings.  The 
more miles you have in the saddle before the 
trip the more you’ll enjoy it.

What has surprised you about the 
challenge?

People’s determination to get it done has been 
amazing.  Some of those taking part hadn’t 
been on a bike for ten or twenty years before 
they started training.  The fact that lots of 
people are raising money for Marie Curie is 
a huge motivating factor and often cycling in 
memory of a loved one is just incredible.

What are your top tips for anyone 
thinking about doing Cycle Ireland in 
2023?

Just do it!  Get a good road worthy bike, good 
waterproof, get fit and enjoy it.
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Thank you to our inventive fundraisers! 
Splashing about 

Jenna Robinson, from Belleek, took to the 
water as part of a fundraising water ski. Jenna 
raised an incredible £8,000 in memory of 
her beloved Nana May McCaul after seeing 
the wonderful care she received from Marie 
Curie Nurses. Jenna said: “The Marie Curie 
Nurses provided Nana with excellent care and 
supported us all as a family. Their services 
ensured that we were able to fulfil Nana’s last 
wish to die at home.” 

JENNA LOOKING AMAZING ON HER 
FUNDRAISING WATER SKI IN MEMORY OF 
NANA MAY.

Ploughing towards £18,000! 

Charles and Robert Watton and Robin 
Peoples got creative with their fundraising 
by organising a ploughing match in Ballykelly. 
With the support of their wonderful 
community, the trio raised an incredible 
£18,000! A massive thank you to the 
ploughmen and everyone who donated.

THE TRIO HAND OVER A CHEQUE FOR 
£18,000 TO FUNDRAISERS LUCILLE, MADGE 
AND HEATHER.

Star Supporter:

Orla Smyth describes choosing to self-isolate 
in the Marie Curie Hospice, Belfast, for the 
last 14 days of her mum’s life and why it’s so 
important to help fund bereavement support 
for families who have lost their loved ones. 

She said: “Mum was such a strong woman, 
but so empathetic and generous with her 
time too. She would have done absolutely 
anything for my brother, sister and me – she 
always put us first. “At first, Marie Curie 

Nurses came out to the house. The emotional 
support was amazing – to have the nurses 
to talk to and ask questions, as well as the 
physical medical care, was wonderful. “Mum 
then went into the hospice in the midst of 
the pandemic. The visiting restrictions had 
a massive impact on us all. For much of the 
last months of Mum’s life, there were only 
hugs from a distance, and 
we can never get those days 
back. Near the end, we were 
offered the chance for one of 
us to stay at the hospice, so 
I isolated with Mum. It was 
a privilege, and I feel lucky 
to have had the opportunity, 
but it was also really hard 
because Mum was really sick. 

“I wanted to fundraise for 
Marie Curie because they 
did so much for us, and I 
can never repay the genuine 
care the nurses gave Mum 
and the support they gave 
me. For us to have peace of 
mind that Mum was content 
and well cared for - that 
made a traumatic experience 
more bearable.  We were 

quite lucky compared to what some other 
people had to deal with. A lot of people who 
have lost loved ones will need an enormous 
amount of support for years to come.” Orla 
has donated a day’s profits from her coffee 
business, Kaffe O, in Belfast, raising over 
£10,000. Thank you, Orla, for helping more 
families get the support they need.
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If you’re grieving and aren’t sure what to 
do about work, or supporting a grieving 
colleague, Marie Curie can help.

As a leading provider of frontline care for 
people with a terminal illness and their loved 
ones, our bereavement services are there for 
the people left behind after a loved one dies.

We have ambitions to play a central role in 
raising the profile of bereavement at work.

We are calling on employers to put policies 
and practices in place to better support 
bereaved employees. Doing so will support 
our mission for better end of life support 
for all and will help our fundraisers engage 
employers with the capacity to donate to our 
cause.

These ambitions are inspired by Marie Curie 
research published in a guide for employers 
on 20th September last year, ‘Respecting and 
Supporting Grief at Work’. In it, we highlight 
the profound effect that grief can have on 
employees whether at home or at work and, 
whilst some employers are doing good things 
to support their staff, others need to do so 
much more.

We worked with a range of employers, 
HR and our own bereavement experts to 
create new resources which feature in 

the ‘Information and Support’ part of our 
website. We offer free, practical resources, 
templates, and guidance to support 
employers and employees, and include 
signposts to our bereavement support 
services and National Day of Reflection. 

We are thrilled that our resources, launched 
alongside the employer guide have been 
really well received with great feedback from 
employers and employees. Our focus is now 
to continue to promote this work and engage 
as many employers as possible.

If you are a business leader or know leaders 
in your networks that would have an interest 
in this area, please spread the word. We 
have communications resources that will 
help – from social media assets, to internal 
communications that you can share with 
contacts.

The impact of grief at work

58% OF EMPLOYEES FELT THEIR 
PERFORMANCE WAS AFFECTED BY GRIEF 
MONTHS AFTER BEREAVEMENT 

54% OF EMPLOYEES WORRIED THAT TAKING 
TIME OFF AFTER A BEREAVEMENT WOULD 
AFFECT THEIR JOB SECURITY 

29% OF EMPLOYEES WERE NOT CONFIDENT 
IN KNOWING WHAT TO SAY TO A BEREAVED 
COLLEAGUE

14% OF HR PROFESSIONALS WERE NOT 
CONFIDENT THEY’D KNOW WHAT TO SAY TO 
A BEREAVED EMPLOYEE 

Grief and bereavement at work.
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Marie Curie Helper Service

“Without the help and support 
I would be stuck at home all the 
time. It’s a lifeline.”

Every week more than 100 volunteers 
across Northern Ireland give up their 
time to the Marie Curie Helper Service, 
providing respite and emotional support 
to those with a terminal illness.

Joy Spreadborough is the volunteer 
coordinator and says she has seen a big 
increase in people asking for help recently, 

“Most people are just glad to have someone who 
is there to keep an eye out for them”, she said.

The volunteers provide companionship to 
their clients, take them shopping, make them 
tea and have a chat or read to them.

Joy said that when the pandemic hit most of 
the work was restricted to telephone calls 
and that increased the loneliness many were 
experiencing.

“We go in to see people who live alone, who 
maybe don’t see anybody from one week to 
the next,” she said.

The Helper Service operates all year round 
and the Marie Curie volunteers will keep 
in regular touch with people, as they did 
recently, making sure they had plans for 
Christmas Day.

“They will be checking where they were going 
and if [the family member] are on their own 
they were definitely be on the phone with 
them,” said Joy.

She relayed the thoughts of one person 
who recently made use of the service: “The 
volunteer has taken a weight off my shoulders. 
She’s just like a friend I can trust. I can offload 
and talk about anything worrying me.”

Free Marie Curie Information and Support is 
available for practical and clinical information 
and emotional support, and the charity’s 
online hub is always available to anyone 
with a terminal illness or their loved ones: 
mariecurie.org.uk/support 

Become a Helper Volunteer

Marie Curie Helper volunteers visit 
terminally ill people in their homes, offering 
companionship and support for up to three 
hours each week. The role involves helping 
with activities such as reading, making short 
trips to the shops and providing information 
on local services. It also requires patience, 
empathy and the ability to listen.  Helper 
volunteers receive extensive training before 
they start, and then ongoing support 
throughout their time volunteering.

For more information about becoming a 
volunteer visit mariecurie.org.uk/helper 

Volunteer Coordinator receives British 
Empire Medal for services to Marie 
Curie

A massive congratulations to Joy 
Spreadborough, our wonderful Volunteer 
Coordinator, who received a BEM (British 
Empire Medal) in the Queens Honours list for 
services to Marie Curie.

Joy led the distribution of PPE to our 
nurses in the community throughout the 
Covid pandemic and, alongside a team of 
volunteers, ensured our nurses had all the 
equipment they needed to care for people at 
end of life safely.

Joy said, “I am absolutely delighted to receive 
this award. I thought it was a joke or scam 
when I initially received the email, but when 
I realised it was real, I felt quite emotional. I 
did work so hard, but I couldn’t have done it 
without my amazing team of volunteers. We 
all rallied together to deliver PPE to nurses 
individual homes before they started their 
shift that night.

“At times, it was a logistical nightmare, we 
were working to tight deadlines and, due 
to limited supplies, we could only provide 
enough PPE for one night at a time. But we 
made it happen, and I’m so proud and feel 
privileged to work with such a dedicated team 
of people.”

CONGRATS TO JOY – AND TO ALL THE 
VOLUNTEERS WHO SUPPORTED HER. YOU’RE 
AMAZING!
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Meet the Marie 
Curie Belfast 
Hospice team 
Hospice Nurse Brid McCarron

“I love my job very much; I get great 
satisfaction in what I can do for patients and 
their families and I wouldn’t change it for 
the world. 

“I’ve been working in the Belfast Hospice for 
nearly a year now and as a hospice nurse 
I’m caring for people of all ages who are 
very ill.

“Working as part of a multi-disciplinary 
team I’ve found that in this specialised 
setting we all have the same focus in 
providing high quality, patient-centred care 
and we have a bit more time to spend with 
our patients, allowing them to chat about 
their feelings.

“The team work together to help ease any 
anxieties or fears and offer reassurance 
and hope to patients at a very vulnerable 
and sacred time of their lives. As well as 
supporting the patient, families are cared 
for throughout their journey. Holding 
both together can help make it easier to 
understand and cope with what lies ahead.”

Regional Officer Administrator, 
Bridgeen McCann

“Diverse, fast and rewarding. 3 of the 
words I would use to describe my role as 
part of the administration team which 
co-ordinates all the nursing care across 
Northern Ireland.  The support we provide 
to Marie Curie nurses allows them to focus 
on their vital care delivery for patients 
when its needed most. We work as a team 
in a busy office with no two days ever the 
same, but I wouldn’t have it any other way.  
“It’s a wonderful feeling to know the work 
I do plays a key role in ensuring patients 
and their loved ones receive the care and 
support they need.  

We have some exciting opportunities to join 
the Marie Curie team in Northern Ireland, 
including Administration, Healthcare 
Assistants and Registered Nurses. To find 
out more or apply visit; 
www.mariecurie.org.uk/jobs
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Fundraising Volunteer Awards 2021

At the end of 2021 we held the Marie 
Curie Fundraising Excellence Awards to 
recognise and celebrate the wonderful 
people, groups and organisations 
who’ve made an exceptional 
contribution to our fundraising through 
hard work and commitment and we 
were thrilled to have four fantastic 
Northern Ireland supporters named 
amongst the very worthy winners.

Fermanagh Friends of Marie Curie - 
Fundraising Group of the Year Winner

Last year this amazing group of fundraisers 
managed to raise a staggering £76,220 in 
their local area – for the most rural county in 
Northern Ireland, we think that’s quite a feat.  
The group take part in so many events as 
well as hosting their own. They also support 
their local Spar partnership and got on board 
with its virtual fundraising last year. Sadly, 
last year the group lost one of its founding 
members, Libra Mullen.  Of the 10 people 
allowed to attend her funeral, lifelong Marie 
Curie friend Molly Collins was there.

Chair of the group Marian Faris is truly 
inspirational and has an amazing ability to 
bond the group together. Fermanagh Friends 

are a joy to work with and really put the fun 
into fundraising.

With life slowly returning to normal the group 
have big plans for next year, and we can’t wait 
to see them continue all their fantastic work.

SPAR NI – Fundraising campaign of the 
year

In March 2020 Spar NI donated an amazing 
20p per bunch of their fresh-cut daffodils 
and £1 from each of their Mother’s Day 
bouquets to Marie Curie Northern Ireland. 
The campaign exceeded all expectations and 
whilst the daffodils were flying off the shelves 
and brightening up people’s homes they were 
also funding hours of expert nursing care for 
patients and families across Northern Ireland.

Thank you to everyone at Spar NI for their 
continued support.

Marie Curie Honorary Remembrance 
award – Bonny Brown

The Marie Curie Honorary Remembrance 
award is a special award in memory of 
individuals who have died but who gave 
so much of their lives to fundraising for 
Marie Curie. A very special Northern 
Ireland supporter Bonny Brown has been 
remembered and celebrated amongst the 
winners.
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Kevin Bonaventure “Bonny” Brown had been 
involved with Marie Curie since the nineties 
after a Marie Curie Nurse cared for his father-
in-law PJ.

Bonny and his wife Frances were the founding 
members of the Down fundraising group. 
The group was due to celebrate its 10 year 
anniversary in 2020 with a special event 
when the pandemic struck and sadly Bonny 
passed away from a sudden heart attack later 
that year.

To everyone in the local area, Bonny was Mr. 
Marie Curie – he loved a badge and wore his 
many volunteer awards with pride.

He represented us so well and we are 
delighted that Bonny’s dedication to Marie 
Curie has been remembered with this award.

Marie Curie Young Supporter of the Year 
– Emily McCooey (8)

Emily first volunteered from her pushchair 
during a Christmas collection in Tesco. She 
has since volunteered for every Great Daffodil 
Appeal and even cut off her long hair to raise 
£1,092 and she launched the 2020 Great 
Daffodil Appeal with an interview with Frank 
Mitchell on U105.

Emily’s connection to Marie Curie came very 
close to home when her Gaga Jimmy was 
cared for in the Marie Curie Hospice, Belfast  
in April 2020. Only able to visit once by the 
window this was very hard for Emily and 
her family but they were supported by the 
Patient & Family support team. 

Emily’s dedication to Marie Curie has grown 
since her Gaga died and she speaks so 
passionately about the charity and the nurses 
who “helped people when they couldn’t 
make them better”.

Emily has continued to raise funds using her 
entrepreneurial spirit and has some big plans 
brewing – although she’s keeping us all in the 
dark about what they will be.

Well done Emily – we think you’re amazing! 

Heartfelt thanks from everyone at Marie 
Curie to all our winners and nominees who 
continue to inspire and support us each and 
every day.

If you would like to support Marie Curie, 
please get in touch with Phil Kane at phil.
kane@mariecurie.org.uk or call him on
 07920 245442.
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Is your club willing to support Marie Curie?

Perhaps you are about to become 
captain of your golf club or hold a 
position of influence in another type of 
organisation that fundraises for charity. 
Then we want to here from you about 
forming a partnership.

If 2020 and 2021 has taught us one thing, 
it’s that there’s only one chance to get death 
right. To have the chance to prepare and to 
say your goodbyes. To remain yourself, to feel 
safe. To have your wishes known. For it to be 
how you expect it to be. 

We’ve learned how, when it’s not right, the 
repercussions can last a lifetime.

Our frontline Marie Curie Nurses and 
hospices, and our trusted information and 
free support line are here to help everyone 
in the UK through all aspects of dying, death 
and bereavement – and we fight for a society 
where everyone gets to lead the best life they 
can, right to the end.

We’ll help you to talk, plan and prepare, to get 
things sorted in advance. We’ll support you 
through your final years, months, days and 
hours of life – whether you have coronavirus, 
or any illness you’re likely to die from. 

We’ll be there for the people you love. And 
we’ll push the boundaries of knowledge 
around what makes a good end of life, and 
fight for your rights to make that experience 
the best it possibly can be.

Stephen Rowley from Newtownards, is a 
past-captain of Scrabo Golf Club. He has been 

fundraising for us since 2000 and has recently 
exceeded £90,000 in income from his efforts. 
This included the year he and his lady-captain 
agreed to support Marie Curie and held a 
golf day. In each of the other years he has 
held a social evening with the full support of 
the club and has just presented a cheque for 
£5,250 for 2021.

His dedication finds its roots in 1999 when 
both his mother and father were terminally ill 
at the same time. His father was in the Royal 
Victoria Hospital and his mother, Margaret, 
was in the Marie Curie Hospice, Belfast. She 
had lung cancer and initially attended to have 
her symptoms controlled, but within six weeks 
she had reached the end of her life. Stephen 

and his family were awed by the level of care 
she received. She wanted for nothing.

If you would like to support Marie Curie, 
please get in touch with Phil Kane at phil.
kane@mariecurie.org.uk or call him on
 07920 245442.

WORLD’S BIGGEST ANNUAL 
FUNDRAISING SWIM

6 - 8 MAY 2022 #SWIMFORALL  #SWIMAGAIN

ENTER NOW

WWW.SWIMATHON.ORG/ENTER-NOW

400m   1.5k   2.5k   5k   Triple 5k   30.9   Team 1.5k   Team 5k

USE CODE MARIECURIE35OFF FOR 35% OFF
WWW.SWIMATHON.ORG/ENTER-NOW 
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Whatever your question,
we’re here to help
0800 090 2309* 
mariecurie.org.uk/support | community.mariecurie.org.uk

Monday to Friday, 8am to 6pm, Saturday 11am to 5pm. Calls are free from landlines 
and mobiles. Your call may be recorded for training and monitoring purposes. 

*

My sister died years ago 
and I still miss her. Will this 

feeling ever go away?

People tell me  
I need to be strong.  

What if I can’t cope?

I’ve just found out I have a 
terminal illness. What now?

 
I can get if I’m looking 

after someone?


